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Brazil, "a voluminous wave of Africans came to install themselves in
the lowest strata, nearly all of them from the most savage Kaffir
tribes, having been brought here by the slave-traders from the coast
of Africa." 62 This is an exaggeration, for the Sudanese were equally
numerous; indeed, according to the researches of Nina Rodrigues,
they were the predominating element in the formation of Bahian
society, up to a certain point, at least. It was, thinks Nina Rodrigues,
Spix and Martius63 who were responsible for the mistake that lies
in supposing the African colonists of Brazil to have been exclusively
of Bantu origin; and it is to the distinguished professor of the medical
faculty of Bahia that we are indebted for the first critical attempt to
discriminate among the various stocks.

"In their valuable studies dealing with our country," writes Nina
Rodrigues, in the pages of his as yet unpublished work, The Problem
of the Negro Race in Portuguese America?* "these authors [Spix
and Martius] reduce the origins of the Brazilian slave traffic to the
Portuguese colonies of South Africa and the islands of the Gulf of
Guinea. According to them, all the Africans that reached Brazil were
Congos, Cabindas, or Angolas from the west coast, or Macuas or
Angicos from the east coast. Also, they see Cacheo and Bissao as the
points of origin for the Negroes of Pernarnbuco, Maranhao, and Para,
who are naturally better known through the history of the Commer-
cial Company of Grao Para and Maranhao, which held the contract
for the transportation of the blacks. But they do not properly con-
cern themselves either with these last mentioned Negroes or with
those coming from the islands of Fernando Po, Principe, Sao Tome,
and Ano Bom, to whom they also allude. It is hard to understand how
the Sudanese Negroes could have escaped the sagacious observation
of Spix and Martius, who were interested in the Bahian slave traffic
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